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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladiks  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

bTAFF. 

1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer). 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Douglas  G.  Masling,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

In  addition  to  his  normal  duties,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  as  Housing  Officer  and 
also  assists  to  some  extent  in  the  department  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

3.  Other  Staff. 

One  clerk/typist  who  is  employed  by  the  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  and  who  affords 
part-time  clerical  assistance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Part-time  clerical 
assistance  given  to  Sanitary  Inspector  by  staff  of  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

One  part-time  Rodent  Operator. 

COMMITTEES  DEALING  V/iTH  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS. 

(a)  General  Purposes  Committee  ...  Chairman  : Cllr.  W.  Eacott. 

(b)  Housing  Committee  ...  ...  Chairman:  Cllr.  Mrs.  A.  A.  H.  Rees. 

(c)  Waterworks  Committee  ...  ...  Chairman  : Cllr.  H.  G.  Baker. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  majority  of  the  working  population  of  the  old  Saxon  town  of  Bradford-on-Avon 
is  absorbed  in  local  industry  consisting  chiefly  of  the  manufacture  of  rubber  articles  and 
equipment,  some  light  engineering^  horticulture  and  agriculture.  Other  residents  follow 
occupations,  mainly  in  engineering,  in  adjoining  districts. 
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STATISTICS. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


2,005  acres 
5,620 
£31,221 

£115  : 12  : 9 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population 

5,620 

M. 

F.  Total 

1 1954 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

49 

40 

89 

78 

Illegitimate 

• 

2 

0 

2 

4 

Total 

• 

51 

40 

91 

82 

Still  Births— Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

• 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

• 

22 

29 

51 

73 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

1 

2 

3 

3 (Legitimate) 

Comparison,  1954 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  16-19 

per 

1,000  of 

population. 

14-67 

Corrected  Birth  rate  17-16 

15-55 

(Comparability  Factor  T06) 

Still  Birth  rate  -36 

per 

1,000  of 

population. 

-36 

Crude  Death  rate  : 

All  Causes  9-07 

per 

1,000  of 

population. 

13-06 

Corrected  Death  Rate  7-70 

per 

1,000  of 

population. 

11-10 

(Comparability  Factor  0-85) 

Infants  under  1 year  32-96 

per 

1,000  live  births. 

24-39 

Death  rate  of  Infants 

under  4 weeks  32-96 

per 

1,000  live  births. 

24-39 
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Analysis  of  deaths  from  all  causes.  Male 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  — 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  — 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  — 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ...  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  •••  — 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  1 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  — 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  1 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  6 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  — 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  •••  5 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  3 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  — • 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  •.■  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  — ■ 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion...  ...  — ’ 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  — ' 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  — ■ 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  — ■ 


Female 

1 


1 

1 

3 


2 

5 

10 

1 

1 


3 

1 


Total 

1 


2 

1 

1 

4 


3 

11 

15 

3 

1 

1 

2 


1 


4 

1 


Totals 


22  29  51 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Acute 

Scarlet 

Poliomyelitis 

Whooping 

Acute 

.\ge  Group 

Fever 

Measles 

non-paralytic 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 





2 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 







— 

1 

— 

— 

12 

16 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

d 

— 

— 

17 

13 



— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

5 

10 

— 

— 

49 

4 

35 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 



— 

15 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

— 

— ! 85 

70 

1 

9 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  37 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications. — None  received  during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Flealth  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Combe  Park,  Bath,  carries  out 
all  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  foods.  Some  water  samples  con- 
tinue to  be  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Salisbury  General  Infirmary.  Messrs. 
Waterfall  and  O’Brien,  of  Queens  Square,  Bristol,  act  as  Consulting  Analysts  to  the  Council. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Bradford-on-Avon  District  Hospital  continues  to  be  available  for  general  cases 
whilst  many  of  the  residents  can,  and  do,  avail  themselves  of  hospital  facilities  in  Bath. 

The  Berryfield  Maternity  Hospital,  Bradford-on-Avon,  is  used  both  for  local  cases 
and  cases  from  the  West  Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee’s  Area. 

Infectious  disease  cases  (other  than  Poliomyelitis)  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  the  Trowbridge  & District  Isolation  Hospital.  All  cases  of  suspected  Poliomye- 
litis, and  all  proved  cases,  are  admitted  to  the  Claverton  (Bath)  Isolation  Blospital  and 
transferred,  when  necessary,  to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Other  Facilities. 

(1)  Horde  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  Service  gives  great  assistance  in 
cases  of  acute  illness  and  even  more  in  giving  assistance  in  the  homes  of  aged  persons. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  One  midwife  and  one  nurse  are  available  for  the  nursing 
of  expectant  mothers  and  the  sick  in  the  home. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Wilts  County  Council  also  provide  for  the  following  ser- 
vices in  the  area  : — 

Mental  Health. 

Services  under  Part  HI  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  the  prevention  of 
illness,  care  and  after  care,  health  education. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  Cars. 

Health  Visiting. 

Child  Welfare. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  & 1951. 

Formal  action  was  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1951,  in  the  case  of  an  old 
lady  of  94  living  alone.  In  spite  of  all  that  the  health  visitor,  district  nurse  and  home  help 
could  do  after  several  years  of  attention,  it  became  obvious  that  she  needed  more  care  and 
protection  than  could  be  obtained  by  such  means. 

She  was  removed  to  a Ho.spital  that  accepted  such  cases  and  she  soon  decided  to  give 
up  her  home  and  remain  permanently  there.  The  emergency  removal  was  continued  by  Court 
order  within  the  prescribed  period  but  as  she  stayed  voluntarily,  there  was  no  need  to  obtain 
an  extension. 
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NOTES  ON  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

MEASLES. 

T‘he  epidemic  which  affected  a large  part  of  the  country  appeared  first  in  midsummer, 
hut  did  not  appear  in  Bradford-on- Avon  until  the  fourth  quarter.  Of  the  155  cases  notified, 
17  occurred  sporadically  during  the  first  three  quarters,  and  138  from  October  onwards.  I 
have  noticed  this  difference  in  other  years  but  not  quite  so  markedly.  Bath  (8  miles)  and 
Trowbridge  (3  miles)  were  involved  by  July,  both  towns  with  which  Bradford-on-Avon  has 
many  contacts. 

It  is  hoped  that  parents  who  seek  protection  for  children  from  injections  by  intra- 
muscular vaccination  will  also  take  the  simple  precaution  of  not  taking  infants  and  young 
toddlers  into  crowded  places  or  possible  foci  of  infection.  It  must  be  realised  that  measles  is 
a dangerous  virus  disease,  and  the  younger  the  child  the  more  dangerous. 

Whooping  Cough. 

A few  cases  occurred  scattered  throughout  the  whole  year.  Many  parents  have  already- 
secured  protection  for  their  young  children  from  whooping  cough  by  immunisation  carried 
out  by  their  own  doctors.  It  is  hoped  many  more  will  accept  this  safeguard,  as  whooping 
cough  in  very  young  children  is  an  illness  distressing  and  dangerous  in  itself  that  may  leave 
behind  chest  affections  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  that  persist  throughout  life. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  occurred  in  a child  who  had  attended  school  for  only  two  weeks  : although  it 
threatened  to  be  a serious  case,  fortunately  no  paralysis  resulted  and  the  child  made  a com- 
plete recovery. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  I can  remember  that  no  case  was  notified. 

Diphtheria. 

Everyone  can  appreciate  more  and  more  each  year  the  incredible  results  of  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria.  The  surprising  thing  to  me  is  that  although  every  mother  that  one 
meets  at  school  or  at  child  welfare  clinics  appears  to  have  had  this  carried  out,  the  actual 
statistics  show  only  a percentage  of  children  born  each  year  are  in  fact  protected  by 
immunisation. 


JEAN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Brad ford-on- Avon. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

Housing  was  once  again  one  of  the  most  vital  aspects  of  the  year  and  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  a commencement  had  been  made  on  the  Wine  Street  Clearance  Area, 
which  had  been  held  in  abeyance  since  19.59.  A further  year’s  operation  of  the  Housing  Re- 
pairs & Rents  Act,  1954,  forces  one  to  the  realisation  that  the  Act  has  not  been  successful  in 
bringing  about  better  standards  of  repair  in  the  rented  houses. 

Continued  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  obtain  land  for  refuse  disposal.  Sites 
likely  to  give  a reasonably  long  tipping  life  do  not  exist.  It  may  well  be  that  a Refuse  Dis- 
posal Plant,  run  on  a co-operative  basis,  with  surrounding  Authorities,  is  the  answer  to  this 
problem. 

New  legislation  on  food  and  food  handling  which  were  awaited  throughout  the  year 
did  not  in  actual  fact  come  into  operation  until  the  1st  January,  1956,  and  the  effect  of  this 
legislation,  i.e..  Foods  & Drugs  Act.  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  will  be  more 
aptly  commented  upon  in  the  Report  for  1956. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  my  thanks  for  their  support  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during  the 
year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  MASLING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  installations  for  the  supply,  treatment  and  distribution  of  water  remained  as  in 
previous  years,  i.e.,  pumping  from  two  wells  in  the  Avoncliff  area  to  slow  sand  filters  and 
service  reservoirs  in  the  Winsley  Road  area.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  by  injectors  installed 
at  the  pumping  stations.  No  major  alterations  were  made  to  these  arrangements  during  the 
year.  An  underground  tank  and  pumping  equipment  to  boost  pressures  in  the  high  level 
areas  was  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  prolonged  .spell  of  dry  weather  during  the  spring  and  summer  affected  the  yield  of 
the  older  of  the  two  wells  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to 
restrict  supplies  by  cutting  off  the  supply  at  night.  A ban  on  the  use  of  hosepipes  for  water- 
ing gardens  and  washing  cars  was  also  introduced.  Advice  was  sought  as  to  the  site  for  a 
new  well  to  augment  the  supply  and  negotiations  for  the  proposed  site  and  trial  boring  are 
proceeding. 

No  houses  having  private  sup])lies  were  connected  to  the  main  supply  during  the  year, 
the  three  houses  concerned  being  all  on  the  fringes  of  the  district. 
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Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Wells. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  ; — 

(i)  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bacteriological  examination  revealed  that  the  untreated  water  from  the  older  of  the  two 

wells  was  moderately  polluted  with  non-faecal  coliform  organisms  (25  per  100  ml  on  5/10/55). 
In  the  case  of  the  newer  of  the  two  wells  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  samples  prior  to  chlorina- 
tion and  .samples  taken  from  this  well  showed  no  form  of  B.  Coli  pollution  (Nil  per  100  ml 
on  5/10/55). 

The  analytical  returns  on  samples  again  indicated  the  water  to  be  of  good  quality  al- 
though in  the  case  of  the  newer  Sub-Station  Well  increases  in  the  amounts  of  free  ammonia, 
chlorine  and  solids  were  found.  The  analysis  was  taken  during  the  spell  of  dry  weather. 


(b)  Towns  Mains. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  ; — 

(i)  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  15 

(ii)  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

In  all  15  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  e.xamination,  the  reports  showed  no  evidence 
of  pollution. 

The  following  is  a typical  analytical  report  of  the  water  supply  in  distribution,  i.e., 
mixture  of  water  from  both  wells  after  treatment  : — 


A[)pearance — Bright,  clear  and  colourless.  No  smell. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Nitrite  ... 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 
Total  Solids 
Loss  on  Ignition 
Appearance  on  Ignition 
Fluorine 

Hardness — T emporary 
Permanent 


Parts  per  ntillioii 
0-008 

0- 024 
119 
196 
Nil 

1- 4 
689 

54 

No  charring 

0-21 

243 

73 


Total 


316 


Lead  and  Copper 


Absent 


(c)  Private  Sources. 

Five  samples  were  taken,  three  of  which  were  from  sources  not  normally  used  but 
available  in  case  of  shortage  or  emergency.  In  all  three  cases  the  water  was  grossly  polluted 
with  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform  organisms  and  the  persons  who  might  use  water  from 
these  sources  were  notified  accordingly.  The  two  remaining  samples  from  sources  of  supply 
to  private  dwelling  hou.ses  showed  moderate  pollution  with  non-faecal  coliform  organisms. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year  using  one  1 1 cubic  yard  side-loading  vehicle  with  a driver  and  2 loaders.  Additional 
assistance  is  provided  for  the  Tory  and  Middle  Rank  areas  where,  due  to  vehicular  inaccessi- 
bility, it  is  necessary  to  bring  the  refuse  to  the  roadside  for  loading. 
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Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  with  refuse  disposal  during  the  summer  months 
owing  to  fire  on  the  tip  face.  The  fire  originated  as  a result  of  youths  deliberately  igniting 
the  refuse,  control  being  ultimately  obtained  with  the  assistance  of  the  Fire  Brigade  and 
“ blanketing  ” with  covering  material. 

The  tip  was  again  constantly  treated  with  powdered  and  liquid  insecticides  of  the 
chlorinated  hydrocarbon  group.  Such  covering  material  as  was  available  was  obtained  al- 
though again  the  amount  was  insufficient.  The  amount  of  money  and  time  spent  on  measures 
directed  at  insect  control  is  indeed  a sad  commentary  on  the  use  of  refuse  bins  by  household- 
ers. If  dry  refuse  only  were  to  be  placed  in  bins,  and  a little  insecticide  sprayed  or  sprinkled 
into  the  bin  at  regular  intervals,  considerably  less  time  and  money  would  need  to  be  expended 
on  control  measures  at  the  tip. 

28  tons  11  cwts.  1 qtr.  of  waste  paper  were  baled  and  despatched  to  the  Board  Mills 
during  the  year.  This  amount  was  almost  double  the  tonnage  despatched  during  1954  and 
produced  an  income  of  £262  : 19  : 9.  The  increased  tonnage  was  due  to  extra  labour  being 
available  for  baling  and  an  intesified  effort  on  the  part  of  the  collection  staff. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

No  major  changes  were  made  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  during  the  year.  Analysis 
of  the  effluent  revealed  it  to  be  far  below  the  standard  set  out  by  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Sewage  Disposal.  The  lack  of  a well-made  approach  road  and  the  siting  of  the  works  with 
the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  running  as  it  does  across  the  site  makes  for  extreme  difficulty  in 
carrying  out  the  smallest  of  maintenance  or  repair  works.  A major  reconstruction  scheme 
for  the  sewage  disposal  works  is  an  inevitability. 

Certificate  of  Analysis. 

Date:  11/10/55.  Time:  11.30  a.m. 

Appearance — Turbid  pale  brown,  large  bits  of  suspended  matter.  Strong  smell  of 
sewage. 

Reaction — pH  7-76. 

Parts  per  million. 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  34 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ...  ...  310 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  ...  ...  ...  27 

Nitrite  Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2-5 

Dissolved  Solids  ...  ...  ...  930 

Suspended  Solids  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  87 


Total  1017 


Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  after  5 days’  incubation  (B.O.D.)  75. 
“ Impurity  ” figure  63. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS. 

The  Public  Batlis  incorporate  an  indoor  sv/imming  pool  and  5 slipper  baths.  The 
swimming  pool,  which  is  open  from  April  to  September,  is  used  by  some  16  schools  from 
Bradford-on-Avon  and  the  surrounding  di.stricts.  Treatment  of  the  circulating  water  in  the 
swimming  pool  consists  of  continuous  rapid  filtration  and  subsequent  continuous  chlorination. 

A residual  chlorine  figure  of  between  0-2  and  0-5  parts  per  million  is  maintained  in  the  water. 

Six  samples  of  the  water  from  the  swimming  pool  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  in  each  case  the  water  showing  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwkxlinghouses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Pub- 

lic Plealth  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *57 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  118 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  *34 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  23 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  forma!  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  10(1)  of  the  Local  Government  {Miscellaneous  Pro- 
visions) Act,  1933  : — 

Closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

* Inspections  made  as  part  of  Housing  Survey. 


HOUSING. 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  during  1954  ...  ...  33 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  10 

The  total  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council  since  the  war  is  now  : — 

New  permanent  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Prefabricated  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Flats  12 


284 


At  the  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  some  110  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing- 
Waiting  List.  The  majority  of  these  applicants  comprised  families  living  in  the  older  type 
houses  which  lack  the  conveniences  of  modern  post-war  houses. 

During  the  year  5 applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
were  approved. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

No.  of  registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designation  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  registered  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Eighty-four  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Idealth  Laboratory  at  the 
Manor  Hospital,  Combe  Park,  Bath.  Results  were  as  follows  : — 


(a) 


(b) 

(c) 


Statutory  Examination  of  Designated  Milks. 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 
Pasteurised 

Raiv  Ungraded  Milk 


No.  of 

Conformed 

Failed. 

Samples. 

to  Standard. 

27 

24 

3 

10 

10 

Nil 

22 

22 

Nil 

9 8 (conformed  to  .standard 

laid  down  for  Raw  T.T. 


Biological  Examination. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  ...  10 


Milk) 

Ah  negative  to  Tubercu- 
losis and  Brucellosis 


Ungraded  (Raw)  ...  ...  6 


Al!  negative  to  Tubercu- 
losis. 3 ])Ositive  to  Brucel- 
losis 


In  the  case  of  the  3 samples  of  raw  ungraded  milk  positive  to  Brucellosis,  it  was 
possible  after  interviewing  the  two  dealers  concerned,  to  arrange  with  them  to  cease  to  sell 
ungraded  milk  in  favour  of  designated  milks. 

Thus,  some  months  before  the  coming  i ito  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) (Si)ecified  .'Vrea)  (No.  2)  Order,  1955,  all  milk  sold  in  the  Urban  District  was 
specially  designated.  This  Order  came  into  ojieration  in  fact  on  the  6th  December,  1955. 
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The  3 samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  milk  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  ijrescribed 
Methylene  Blue  Test  were  all  from  the  same  source,  being  a Producer/Retailer  licensed  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries.  The  extent  of  the  failures  (M.B.  de- 
colourised in  2|,  and  2 hours  respectively)  made  it  necessary  to  make  strong  rejjresentation 
to  the  licensing  Authority  regarding  the  persistence  of  the  failures.  However,  hv  the  end 
of  the  year  the  Retailer  concerned  had  sold  his  retail  business. 

Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  16 

All  premises  are  concerned  in  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  only,  there  being  no  ice 
cream  manufactories  in  the  district. 


Thirty-nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and 
results  were  as  follows  ; — 


Provisional  Grade  1 

2 

3 

4 


22 

7 

7 

3 


39 


The  adverse  samples  (i.e..  those  in  Grades  3 and  4)  were  from  two  manufacturing 
sources.  In  the  case  of  one  manufacturer,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  the  District  and  subsequent  samples  were  of  satisfactory  grading.  The  other  adverse 
sample  was  referred  to  the  manufacturers  who  sought  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  to  investigate  conditions  at  the  factory  premises. 


Other  Food. 

Types  of  Food  Premises. 

General  Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fishmongers/Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers/Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


39 

Hotels  and  Inns  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises  as  frequently  as  was  possible  and 
many  of  the  small  defects,  such  as  need  for  protection  from  contamination  were  rectified  in 
an  informal  basis.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  any  contravention  and  failure  to  co-operate  on  the  part  of  an  occupier  of  food 
premises.  It  is  felt  that  a greater  degree  of  co-operation  can  be  obtained  from  food  traders 
by  way  of  informal  discussion  and  approach  and  the  result  of  such  a policy  was,  I consider, 
reflected  in  the  number  of  times  advice  was  sought  by  food  traders  before  either  embarking 
on  new  projects  or  installing  new  equipment. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  1955  the  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  solely  by  the  Council,  his  duties  in 
connection  with  Rodent  Control  approximating  to  50%  of  his  working  time.  This  has  re- 
sulted in  the  figures  of  inspections  and  treatments  in  the  table  below  being  almost  double 
those  for  the  corresponding  work  in  1954. 


Type  of  Property 

No.  of  Premises 

Inspected 

Treated 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority  

12 

4 

1 

Dwelling  Houses  

316 

59 

22 

Business  Premises 

279 

8 

2 

Agricultural  Premises  

22 

— 

Because  of  slight  infestation  only  and  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture & Fisheries,  it  was  necessary  to  treat  the  sewers  once  only  instead  of  twice  during  the 
year. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Two  smoke  observations  were  undertaken  during  the  year.  There  is  only  one  indust- 
rial steam-raising  plant  working  in  the  district,  which  is  ojierated  with  due  care  and  without 
producing  smoke  in  unreasonable  quantity  or  density. 

A case  arose  during  the  year  of  air  pollution  as  a result  of  exhaust  fumes  containing 
ammonium  chloride.  In  this  connection  the  Council  requested  and  received  the  privilege  of 
the  advice  of  Dr.  E.  A.  J.  Mahler,  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspectorate.  This  advice,  in  the 
form  of  recommendations  as  to  suitable  filters,  was  ada}:)ted  by  the  Company  concerned.  Tlie 
Council’s  Analyst  endeavoured  to  obtain  samples  of  air  to  determine  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  pollution  but  this  was  found  imipracticalde  due  to  the  small  amounts  involved. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  renewed  during  1955. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Focal  Authorities 

1 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

2 

23 

28 

1 

— 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

3 

TOTAL  

28 

37 

1 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Referred 

ToH.M.  ByH.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 
(5)  i (6) 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

(6)  unsuitable  or  defective  

10 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL  

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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OUTWORK. 


(Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

M/c 

line 

No. 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect, 
no  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Wearing  / Making,  etc. 
apparel  * Cleaning  and  washing 

13 

14 

3 

z 

— 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Housing  Acts,  1936  & 1949 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Nuisances  : — 

(a)  From  Housing  Defects  ... 

(b)  From  Animals 

(c)  From  Moveable  Dwellings 

(d)  From  Noxious  Odours  ... 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Infectious  Disea.ses 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

Sampling  of  Milk,  Water,  Ice  Cream 

Food  Premises 

Rodent  Control 

Drainage 

Housing  Applicants 
Council  Houses 
Piggeries 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ... 

Miscellaneous  and  Supervisory  ... 

Smoke  Abatement 


118 

65 

16 

7 

20 

40 

6 

108 

122 

133 

98 

30 

no 

61 

256 

15 

3 

173 

6 


1,387 


DOUGLAS  G.  MASLING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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